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CEC Central Committee expresses joy for resumption of dialogue between Greek and Turkish Cypriots, sorrow for ongoing desecration of churches

The Central Committee of the Conference of European Churches (CEC), which came together in Paralimni, Cyprus from 6-11 October 2008, in expressing its solidarity with its hosts, the Orthodox Church of Cyprus, reaffirmed the statement of the 12th CEC Assembly (Trondheim, Norway 2003): “it is our concern that the unification of the island should be facilitated by the withdrawal of occupying forces from it, for the wellbeing of all citizens of Cyprus, and the promotion of peaceful Christian-Islam co-existence”.

The Central Committee therefore expressed its “joy for the resumption of the dialogue between the Greek and Turkish communities in Cyprus”, supporting “the will of the leaders of the two communities to resolve the Cyprus issue” and looking forward “that the discussions will end in a solution with positive results for all the citizens of the island” and that “the solution will be just, peaceful and viable, based on the principles of the United Nations with respect to human rights and the achievements of the European Union”.

CEC also expressed its sorrow “at the ongoing desecration, since 1974, of churches and other religious monuments in the Northern part of the island” and asked for the Turkish occupying army “to allow the urgent and necessary restoration and maintenance of this Christian and European cultural heritage, and the return to use of the churches by Christians in Cyprus”.  
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