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“Our Vision, as Orthodox Christian, about the Work of Jesus
in the Armed Forces”

Reference to the work of Jesus creates by itself causes for logical associations and theological discussions.  This happens because the person but also the teaching of Jesus have been closely associated with the concept of peace, so that everything, connected directly or indirectly with arms of military activities, is considered antichristian and, consequently, unacceptable. However, as it will be shown further, these discussions are far from the truth that Jesus passed to the church.


Jesus was prophesied in the Old Testament as the bearer of Peace “In the days may righteousness flourish, and peace abound, till the moon be no more” Psalm 71,7 In the Septuagint and 72,7 in the Revised standard Version of the Holy Bible) while the angelic forces sang “Peace on Earth” during His Birth. He himself, during His last speech to his Disciples before His arrest and passion, bids them farewell giving them as a present his Peace, while during his meeting with them after His Resurrection he again addressed them with the greeting of peace.  Through all these and many other sayings recorded in the pages of the holy script one could easily be led to the conclusion that the unique provider of peace is Jesus, who himself is peace.  However, what is of great importance is to understand that the notion of peace, as understood by the majority of people is the absence of war or military activities and the enjoyment of material goods without external obstructions, while the true Peace that Jesus offers is the internal spiritual life of man and is connected with righteousness and virtue.


One of the eminent Fathers of the Church, Saint John Chrysostom, talking once about the issue of the existence of military forces, said the following, as roughly translated into English from the original Greek: “The army is small numbered and obliged to defend everybody. We would not need it, however, if we did our Christian Duty and did not need the moral awakening, deriving from the sorrows of war.”(P.G. 55, 207) From the above words we come easily to the conclusion which is also the view of the Orthodox Church that the existence of the army is undesirable but necessary, since people disregard the commandments of God, resulting in the rule of evil and injustice that lead to war and conflict.  These conflicts are allowed by God so that evil and injustice are not perpetuated and men are led to understanding the temporariness of this life and to repentance.  Being a military person, therefore, does not imply an obstacle to being a man of Jesus, as it has been proved many times in the life of the Church since the Apostolic times to our days. Characteristic examples of the above are centurion Cornelius who was heading the troops during the Crucifixion of Jesus, Saint George, Saints Theodore the Victorious and Army Commander and Saint Theodore of Tyron and the abundance of Saints who where serving in the army.  The words of John the Baptist to the soldiers who begged him for a salvation word are even clearer.  He didn’t urge them to abandon the arms but to be virtuous. (“Rob no one by violence or by false accusation, and be content with your wages” Luke 3,14)
All the above form our compass for our presence in the army and surely our vision as Orthodox Christians for the work of Jesus in the armed forces.  For us, young soldiers are not a marginal social group but a chosen part of the people, who are entrusted with the special duty of safeguarding principles and values. They are not the expression of armed violence but the Jesus loving army for whom we pray in every worshiping gathering so that their connection with Jesus is maintained and enhanced.

Now we will refer to the more specific aspects of this vision about the work of Jesus in the armed forces.

It is our deep conviction that those who are involved in the worship of Jesus, are cultured and bearers of good practices in the environment of military camps, but also in the places of socialising outside a military camp. The major aim of the presence of the Church in the work place of soldiers and officers, however, is to call the divine assistance and grace of God to them and bless their deeds through the various worshipping opportunities, so that both they and the society get a benefit.  If we take into account what is justifiably said, that the national service is a second school, we shall understand how important regular pray is for the soldier’s future life, and the same applies to regular study of the Holy Script and other spiritual books and the involvement in the life of the Church.


It is necessary to refer to the extremely important work accomplished through the Sacrament of the Confession, which is suitable particularly for young men not only as an ecclesiastical deed but also as a tool for psychological support.  Such a support cannot be rendered by the expressers of various and often contradicting psychological theories, but only by the bearers of the true and salvation teachings of Jesus, the army priests or other persons who have undertaken this work.


At the same time the young conscript does not cease to be a social being and a citizen of his country.  He is, as it so happens in my country and from what I understand in most others, at a critical turning point of his life, during which he is called to make important decisions concerning in particular his studies, professional career, starting a family, acquiring his own home, etc.  At the same time he is at the stage of forming his own way of life which he will follow as an adult, either meaning the establishment of stable friendly relationships or the adoption of certain ways of entertainment, or the way of spending his free time or acquiring and driving a vehicle and so on.  The management of all the above situations and making the right decision in each case require stable immovable faith to God and strong moral armour.  It is in this work that we hope to contribute by bringing the experience of the Church in the territory of the military camp. Sermons, distribution of printed material, radio broadcasts and internet communication are some of the available ways of doing so.  The Church to which I belong has already proceeded to publish a special book, the contents of which cover the burning issues burdening the youth and soldiers, in particular.


In countries such a my homeland where human rights are provocatively violated by the powerful on earth, the teachings of Jesus acquire one more particular role, i.e. to bust the conscripts’ morale.  This role is also very important since soldiers are vulnerable and their morale may be slacken due to the very long duration of the occupation of a considerable part of the country and the presence of the invaders or due to the attitude fostered by centres of enemy propaganda or people of reduced fighting spirit that the enemy’s supremacy in weaponry is forbidding for any liberation attempt.  The Church makes a stand against defeatism with the faith to God’s omnipotence and the multiple examples of the Saints who with the power of Jesus made armies of great number run away. Such Saints are Pagratius of Tauromenia, Martin, Demetrious, Cyricos and Menas who not only won enemies with great armies by praying but also managed to convert then to the Christian faith.


The Church, in the framework of its wider social and humanitarian action is not indifferent about young conscripts facing family, financial or other problems, but as always, offers them and their families practical support, with discretion and love. During the Christmas and Easter periods when the absence of family warmth is particularly felt, the Church is always on the side of the soldiers offering gifts and support by the sheer presence of army priests.


Religion is recognised as a main cultural factor and this applies even more clearly for Christianity which has tamed morals and continues to do so, while at the same time has put its own stamp on architecture, visual arts, music and art in general. The culture in my country, being mainly Greek –Orthodox survived and developed through centuries, thanks to the struggles of the Church, which during difficult times of poverty and foreign occupation supported education and the arts and rescued the monuments and the holy sites of Cyprus.  Today, continuing this tradition, the Church is struggling in every way and with all means to maintain this inheritance, which is under particular threat in the occupied areas of the island where it is being looted and destroyed.

I hope that the above analysis has explained what our vision is as Orthodox Christians, about the act of Jesus.  Vision and work for social and psychological support , prayer and the worshipers’ education and moral armour. A vision and act for peace, but also readiness for the defence of virtue and justice, the principles and values of the humanity and Christianity.
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