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Your reverend,  venerable fathers, sisters and brothers in God,
I would like, first of all, to thank His Holiness  Patriarch Kyrillos of Moscow and All Russia, the organizers of the Conference and especially His Grace Bishop Markos, for their kind invitation to be here today. 
I regret to say that I can’t invite you to visit sacred Christian places of my country, because a number of more than 500 churches or chapels in the north area of Cyprus are occupied by the Turks and they are converted into mosques, shops, cafes, even into stables, other are ruined and abandoned and we can visit them only as tourists. Furthermore, a large number of old Christian monuments in the south part of the island, converted into mosques after 1571, remind that Cyprus had been conquered and suffered twice, under muslim rule. My presentation is about those monuments
The first muslim places of worship in Cyprus appear after 1571and they are former Christian churches converted into mosques. The existence of a large number of mosques with discernible elements of gothic architecture in the cities, reveals that the majority of them belonged to the Latins. In a contrary way, the mosques of rural areas, which were not inhabited by the Latins, were orthodox churches.

The conversion of Christian churches into mosques is proved  by a great number of paintings and other elements of Christian origin, which can be seen in abandoned mosques , in the free area of the Republic of Cyprus. Such mosques are found in Episkopi village, Limassol district, Klavdia village, near Larnaca, Chrysohou and Polis Chrysohou in Paphos district. Another proof  for the origin of the mosques is the use of the former name of the building by the Moslems. (For example, the main mosques in Nicosia, Famagusta and Paphos were known under the name Agia Sofia ( God’sWisdom).
The mosque of Agia Sofia, also known as Selimye djami,  in Nicosia is considered as one of the more important worldwide. Before 1571 it was the latin cathedral and converted few years after that date. It’s architecture, it’s big dimensions and mainly the fact that it is situated in the city with the largest muslim population in Cyprus, where the main reasons why it was regarded by the Muslims as the most sacred place in the island. Talking about Agia Sofia the Muslims,  used to use the term ‘’The Mosque’’ and this habit was in use for places and things related with it. For example ‘’Mosque Square’’, ‘’Mosque Quarter’’ and  ‘’Mosque Library’’.

Omerie mosque, also known as ‘’Emerge’’ was, until 1571, a monastery of Augustinian order. It is situated in the free area of Nicosia and is dedicated to khalif Omar, whence the name Omerie is coming. It is well conserved by the government of Cyprus and is open and used by Muslims.

Bairaktar mosque is related with the conquest of Nicosia by the Ottomans in 1571. It was erected by them and dedicated to bairaktar, the flag holder, who was the first soldier who climbed on the wall and put there the ottoman flag.

The mosque of Arab Ahmed is erected on the place of an ancient Christian church, upon the honour of one of the leaders of the ottoman army who was from arab origin. Other remarkable mosques in Nicosia are the Haidar Pasha, the Bedestan, the Arablar, the Serai and the Turuntzli.

The most important mosque in Famagusta is situated in the old city area and it is a former Christian church of saint Nicolaos. It belongs to the gothic architectural rhythm and because of the similarity  with the big mosque of Nicosia is known under the name of Agia Sofia. It is also known as Lala Mustafa djami, upon the honour of the the ottoman leader who captured the town in 1571. Sinan Pasha, Mustafa Pasha and Tabak Hane mosques are, also, former Christian churches.
The most remarkable mosque in Larnaca is Buyuk djami or djami Kebir, the Big Mosque, which is erected on the ruins of a medieval Christian church of Holy Cross. Other important mosques in the same town are the Turabi and Zachouri.

Only one fully functioned  mosque was in Limasol, known as djami Kebir (Big Mosque). It’s building, situated in saint Antonios area, is dated in the 20th century.

The byzantine characteristics and the name of the most important mosque of Paphos, that of  Agia Sofia, prove the Christian history of this muslim place of worship.

The only mosque in Kyrenia town, named as Jaffer Pasha, is a converted medieval church of saint Aikaterini.

Remarkable mosques in rural areas are the Central Mosque, Orta Djami, at Lefka and those in the villages of Episkopi, Audimou, Kofinou, Polis Chrysochou, Dali and Peristerona.    
Beyond all those, in the island of Cyprus, were some muslim sacred places, inhabited by monastic brotherhoods,  which  were known as tekkyes. According to the tradition of the Muslims of Cyprus, the establishment of the first tekkyes happened at the beginning of 17th century. However, no historical or archaeological evidence proves that. The majority of the 15 totally tekkyes belong to the type of no manned shrines, which possessed remarkable properties.

In a location near Agios Epiktitos village, in Kyrenia district, the ruins of an ancient chapel, dedicated to Agioi Fanentes, are found. This Christian shrine was known to Muslims under the name ‘’ tekkye Haziretti Omer’’, a name coming from an Ottoman hero Omer who, according to tradition, was killed during the battles of the year 1571.

Another sacred place, which was respected by Christians and Muslims was in Larnaca. The shrine of Agios Therapon for Christians was at the same time a tekkye, named Tourapi, for the Muslims.

The tekkye Hala Sultan is located in a short distance from the city of Larnaca and is considered as one of the most famous sacred places of Muslims. The name Hala Sultan was given because of the existence in the area of a grave, which is believed to be the grave of sultan lady Um Haram. According to tradition, she was a relative of prophet Muhammad and took part in the expedition of Muauia against Cyprus (649a. C.). After she had fallen from her horse, she was buried and from that time the place became sacred for Muslims.

The erection of the mosque is dated many centuries after the death of Um Haram. The first reference for this building is given by a traveller from Denmark, named De Bruyn (1683) who spoke about a three stone structure. One century later (1761) a mosque was erected in the place, for which we have a reference from Jovani Mariti. The mosque came to its present form through the efforts of the Turkish governor Seid Emin Effendi (1816). A monastic brotherhood or a number of dervishes established in Hala Sultan during the second half of 18th century.

Mevlevi tekkye in Nicosia was the only islamic establishment in Cyprus, which was organised in the way of a monastic community and for this reason it was known as the tekkye of dervishes.

The name Mevlevi is derived from the name of the mystic poet Mavlana Jallaladin Rumi, who was the founder of the first, bearing the same name, monastic order in Ikonion. According to the tradition of local Muslims, the establishment of the tekkye is dated at the start of the 17th century. However, the first reference about the presence of a sheikh of the Mevlevi tekkye in Nicosia is of year 1179 Egira (1765). The decline of the tekkye , and other islamic monastic communities, happened during 1930 decade. In the year 1963 the Mevlevi tekkye converted into Turkish Ethnographic Museum.

Kirklar tekkye is located in Nicosia district, between the villages of Ayia and Tymbou, and it was a common shrine for Christians and Muslims. The name means Forty Saints and has given because of the large number of tombs, forty according to several authors, which existed in the place.

According to the Christian tradition the establishment was used as a catacomb, during the first centuries of Christianity. The presence of the tombs and the underground arrangement of the building strengthen this opinion.  The time and the circumstances under which this place came to the possession of Muslims are not known. Certainly they are not related with the events of 1571. The first historic evidence about the function of this place as an islamic shrine is found on an inscription of year 1813, which is related with repairs and cleaning of the shrine of Agioi Saranta by governor Mehmet Emin. 
