ΚΕΙΜΕΝΟ ΤΟ ΟΠΟΙΟ ΚΑΤΕΘΕΣΕ Η ΑΝΤΙΠΡΟΣΩΠΕΙΑ ΤΗΣ ΕΚΚΛΗΣΙΑΣ ΤΗΣ ΚΥΠΡΟΥ ΣΤΗΝ ΕΠΙΤΡΟΠΗ ΤΗΣ ΣΥΝΕΛΕΥΣΕΩΣ ΓΙΑ ΤΟΥΣ ΜΕΤΑΝΑΣΤΕΣ ΚΑΙ ΤΟΥΣ ΠΡΟΣΦΥΓΕΣ.
Turkish Invasion in Cyprus, on 20 July 1974, and the refugees
     As it is known, on 20 July 1974 Turkey invaded Cyprus in violation of the U.N. Charter and all principles governing international relations as well as her own contractual obligations.  On 14 August, Turkey launched a second invasion in violation of the Security Council resolutions calling for cease-fire and troop withdrawal, and of the agreements it signed at Geneva. As a result, approximately 40% of the total territory of the Republic of Cyprus (accounting for 70% of the economic potential) came under Turkish military occupation and about 40% of the total Greek Cypriot population was displaced. Moreover, thousands of people, including civilians, were killed or ill-treated and many more disappeared and are still missing.  Turkey also pursued a deliberate policy aimed at turkifying the occupied areas and at destroying the cultural heritage of Cyprus. That Turkey committed atrocities in the course of her invasion is not surprising at all in view of her record in the Balkans, in Syria, in Armenia and in Anatolia and her long-standing policies of population expulsion and transfer and of discrimination against non-Turkish ethnic groups.   
     Concerning refugees, some 200.000 people were expelled from their homes and lands by the advancing Turkish troops. The refugees streamed to the Government-controlled area, homeless and destitute, and most of them had to sleep in the open for several weeks before they were given shelter in tended camps where they remained for few years.  Furthermore, out of the 20.000 Greek people, who remained enclave in the occupied area after the invasion only few hundred remain now in the Karpass peninsula, following a sustained campaign of harassment, discrimination and oppression by the occupation forces.
     As a result of this massive uprooting of the population, the established fabric of society was crumbled.  While the Turks looted and appropriated Greek Cypriot property, factories and businesses running into billions of pounds, the Government with its remaining poor resources plus international relief aid had to help the displaced families, that lost beloved ones, possessions and roots, to survive.
     The European Commission of Human Rights of the Council of Europe in its report adopted on July 1976, following two Applications submitted by The Government of Cyprus against Turkey, found Turkey responsible under the Convention: For the eviction of the Greek Cypriot refugees from their homes, for her refusal to allow their return to their homes and the looting and deprivation of their possessions.  The General Assembly, the Security Council and the Commission of Human Rights of the United Nations as well as the Non Aligned Movement, the Commonwealth, the European Parliament, the Council of Europe, and other international organisations demanded the urgent return of the refugees to their homes in safety and called for the full restoration of all human rights of the population of Cyprus, in particular the refugees. 

     The European Commission of Human Rights of the Council of Europe declared on 4 March 1991 admissible a number of individual applications against Turkey filed by victims of continuing violation of their right of peaceful enjoyment of their property in the Turkish occupied area. Turkey was found guilty in the cases examined so far but provocatively ignores the decisions of the European Court. The Commission repeated and continues to repeat its position that Turkey exercises through its armed forces de facto jurisdiction in the occupied part of Cyprus and is for this reason accountable for any interferences with human rights in that area.

    In violation of the European Convention for the protection of Human rights and the Fundamental Freedoms and the U. N. resolutions on Cyprus, Turkish troops continue to prevent the refugees from returning to their homes. Turkey flagrantly violates the basic human rights and fundamental freedoms of the Greek-Cypriots, including the freedom of settlement and the right to property. At the mean time, Turkey systematically directs her efforts against the cultural heritage of the occupied areas as part of her policy to eradicate and destroy any proof of the 9.000 year old Cypriot history and culture and transform the occupied zone into just another Turkish province. Important archaeological sites have been neglected, plunder and destroyed, while the most severe and systematic attack has been suffered by the Churches which are the most clearly recognisable symbols of the areas cultural and religious identity.

     All the above bear witness for a very simple fact: Turkey, by committing grave violation of human rights against a European country, follows a policy and methods of «Ethnic cleansing» at the very time she wants to be a member of the European Union. Cyprus still remains the only European country having European war refugees and occupying forces on its land. 
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