RESPONSE ADRESS BY H.B. ARCHBISHOP OF CYPRUS
CHRYSOSTOMOS II

AT THE AWARD CEREMONY OF THE GOLDEN REWARD
“THE HONOURABLE PATRON OF ART AND PHILANTHROPIST OF THE WORLD”

OF THE INTERNATIONAL FUND

“WORLD PHILANTHROPIST AND PATRONS OF ART”

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,


Thank you so much for your kind words, and for your kind gesture to award us, in this solemn ceremony, the Golden Reward of "The Honorable Patron of Art and Philanthropist of the World" of the International Fund "World Philanthropists and Patrons of Art”, which consist its highest honorary distinction, the gold miniature replica of "The Guardian Angel of Good and Peace" and finally a symbolic present the gold watch of the Patron.

We believe that we haven’t done something special or important to be honored today. We certainly, as a Church, continuing the work of Christ and proclaiming the principles of the Gospel, we pray and we struggle for the prevalence of peace, justice, tolerance and understanding among people, throughout the World. We dot discriminate, nor underestimate, anybody because we believe all people are the children of the same God of Love, regardless of their nationality, religion, language, race and color. However, these objectives cannot be easily achieved. They remain, however, the guidelines of our way and of our efforts.

Certainly, we accept the supreme international public reward, like the other gifts you, as a symbolic expression of your love for our humble efforts and of your appreciation for the people and our country. We consider them also, as an expression of your interest for prevalence of freedom and peace in Cyprus and, as well as a symbolic homage to the Church of Cyprus.

We are very pleased, because all of you, you are coming from the same religious dogma country of Russia, a country that for centuries now peaked with Orthodoxy. For these reasons we are connected with traditional ties of close and fraternal friendship. Our people feel a deep gratitude to your great country, for the continuous help and support that offered, in all difficult bends of our historical path. We would like to thank you, because even today, where the people and our country are still suffering and bearing the tragic consequences of the continuous invasion, for thirty years now, both the sister Orthodox Church, the Government and people of Russia, continue to stand by our side, with consistency and stability and away from any selfish motives and purposes, offering us all their sincere help and support.


We are confident, that with God's help, but also with help and support of all liberal countries in the world, such as yours, will reach the goal of our struggle, which is the withdrawal from Cyprus of all Turkish invasion troops and all settlers, the liberation of the occupied northern part of the island, the ascertainment of the fate of our missing persons, the return of all refugees to our ancestral homes, in peace and security conditions, and the respect and the implementation of human rights and in our country.

On behalf of all of you here, Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, but also on behalf of the members and friends of the International Fund “World Philanthropists and Patrons of Art”, we welcome the recognition of the commitment and the duty of prevalence throughout the world, and certainly in Cyprus, of the principles of morality, justice, understanding and peace. We welcome, not only the desire for effective implementation of the pious work of charity everywhere, but also, the expression of the noble desire for the progress of each state of Art and Science, in general. Finally we welcome, this live expression of the noble humanitarian spirit and love to all fellow beings, regardless of religion, race and language.

We express particular gratification, because the International Fund “World Philanthropists and Patrons of Art” was consisted and fights for these noble targets. We are equally glad, because, in our days, all these ideals and values, acquire international validity and create a deep impression in humans’ sensitive hearts. Furthermore, as Jesus Christ taught, the diachronic value of offering love unites people and countries. 


Regarding us, we would like to ensure you, that both the Church of Cyprus and me personally, we will continue in the future to serve with faithfulness and commitment for these values and ideals, for the benefit of all people of Cyprus, and generally for all people throughout the world.


Expressing once more, our warmest and heartfelt thanks for honouring us, we wish that God bless all of you and encourage you in your life and your deeds, and additionally to bestow to the International Fund every progress and success, in order to continue in the future his fertile, high and creative task. Thank you 
Holy Archbishopric of Cyprus,

     25th of September 2010.

Ακρόαση
Φωνητική ανάγνωση
