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ADDRESS OF H.B. THE ARCHBISHOP OF CYPRUS

CHRYSOSTOMOS

It is with great pleasure and a sense of grave responsibility towards Christian mankind that the ancient Church of Cyprus, the oldest in Europe, is this year hosting the dialogue between Orthodox and Roman Catholics. This theological dialogue is the most important within the context of the official bilateral theological dialogues between the Orthodox Church and heterodoxy, which are co-ordinated by the Ecumenical Patriarchate. On behalf of the prelacy and congregation of the Apostolic Church of Cyprus, I welcome all of you, the distinguished representatives of the various autocephalous Orthodox Churches and the representatives of the Roman Catholic Church and wish every success to your proceedings. 

In a world in which, we Christians are currently in danger of becoming a minority, dialogue is essential if we wish to overcome our differences and find the faith we held in common prior to our division, in order to proceed along the common road of salvation, thus fulfilling the prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father – “That they all may be one”. 

Not only should we discuss the many dangerous evils of our times, - pollution, the hole in the ozone layer, climate change (the result of human avarice), - but above all it is our duty to discuss and remedy our own evil, the evil of division among the Churches, in order to be in a position to function with greater influence and credibility. The centuries’ long avoidance of dialogue, as well as the avoidance of touching upon the major difficulties and problems that existed between the Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches, is not a tactic that can bear fruit and serve truth. As his reverence the Metropolitan of Pergamos said on another occasion “he who believes in the truth is not afraid of dialogue”.  And as St Mark the Courteous said: “When people disagree with each other and there is no room for dialogue, the dispute between them is great. When they enter into dialogue and listen carefully to what the other side has to say, then the difference between them is often found to be small”.  
This meeting gives rise to the hope of tackling significant problems in the relations between our two Churches in a responsible way. It is generally acknowledged that the ice age in Orthodox and Roman Catholic relations is over and that we are living in a time of the melting of the ice. It is, however, also a fact that relations among us have been poisoned and continue to be poisoned by the problem of Unia, which is an ecclesiastical aberration, and is for us an unacceptable method of conversion on the part of the Roman Catholics. 
A thorny problem at meetings between Orthodox and Roman Catholics continues to be the issue of the papal primacy in the Church. I am aware of the fact that an aspect of the issue, namely the position of the Bishop of Rome in the Church during the first millennium of Christianity, will be discussed at this meeting.   In no way do I wish to intervene in the dialogue, but because unity will come not from theological dialogue but following a decision by the Churches, it is right that the concerns of the faithful public be taken into account as well. 

We in the East have always considered the Bishop of Rome, within a united Church, to be the first among equals, within the context of the pentarchia of the patriarchs. Rome, as the capital of the state at that time, bestowed on its bishop this honorary position. That is why when in the Annuario pontificio of 2006 the ecclesiastical title of the Pope as Patriarch of the West, which had been established until the schism of 1054, was abolished, our people became gravely concerned. This title is inextricably linked to the common – during the first millennium - ecclesiology of the local Church, on which was founded the entire canonical tradition for the administrative organisation of the Church.  The abolition of this title gave rise among the Orthodox people to the suspicion of an attempt to impose papal primacy as formulated in the West during the second millennium of Christianity. 

The Church of Cyprus, remaining steadfastedly devoted to its Orthodox faith, but also considering unity as a commandment form Christ, does not hesitate, together with all the other Orthodox Churches, to enter into dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church, despite the above concerns and despite the bitterness felt as a result of the oppression and suffering of its flock during the centuries of Latin Rule.   

Together with all the other Orthodox Churches we underline our firm insistence on the established basic poles of ecclesiastical conscience of the first thousand years of the historical life of the Church. The Ecumenical Councils and the great Fathers of the first millennium are a guarantee of the authentic theological interpretation of the sacrament of the divine economy in Christ and of its genuine experience by the faithful in the sacrament of the Church, to which, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, extends the continuous and living presence of Jesus Christ in the world, until the end of time. 

The sincere and honourable quest by our Churches for the common faith of the indivisible Church of the first millennium must be our sole pursuit and permanent goal. 

I would also like, however, to address myself to a small section of Orthodox who, I believe in good faith, repeat certain sacred canons in a fragmentary way and out of the context in which they were written or enacted, and are shocked by the idea of joint prayers with non-Orthodox. I ask them: if joint prayer were forbidden by the Canons, would the Church allow persons who have not been baptised or belong to other denominations, to participate in a part of the Divine Service? Is the performance of mixed weddings – the sacrament of marriage between two people, one of which (the man or the woman) is of a different faith - not considered to be joint praying? Therefore the purpose of the Holy Canons is quite different.  

On the other hand, is it not egoism, and indeed satanic egoism, for someone – whether clergy or a lay person – to place their own opinions over the views and decisions of the local councils of the whole of Orthodoxy? Does the Holy Ghost no longer hold together the institution of the Church, does it not shed light on the thinking and guide the steps of the Hierarchs attending and deliberating at the Council, and does it reside only in those few people? It is time for them to pull themselves together, to come down to earth and acquire salutary humility. “All necessary measures have been taken”.  

I would like once again to welcome all the distinguished representatives of the Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches and pray that the Holy Spirit will shed its light upon you all during the proceedings of your meeting. 
I could not, however, close this speech without referring very briefly to the current difficult position of the Church of Cyprus and its congregation, as a result of the 35 years of invasion and occupation by a literally barbaric conqueror. Taking advantage of the presence of 120 thousand Muslims in Cyprus – 18% of our population - Turkey attacked the island savagely and occupied 37% of our territory. All Greek-Cypriot Christians were forcibly removed from their lands and 450.000 settlers were brought in from Anatolia with the aim of altering the demographic character of our island. This situation is still continuing today, and indeed the Turkish Prime Minister has threatened us with one million settlers. The Christian displaced persons (40% of the population of Cyprus) are suffering as refugees. And we are all anxious about the future, since Turkey’s intentions to occupy and make the whole of Cyprus Turkish - as it did in Alexandretta not so long ago - are evident. Five hundred of our churches in the occupied areas have been destroyed. Some have been turned into mosques, others are used to house animals and others have been left to go to ruin. We, the lawful owners, are not permitted either to repair them or to use them. 

We appeal to all of you. We appeal to your fraternal feelings. Remember us in your prayers and exert pressure on the leaders of your countries for justice for our island.

I welcome you once again to Cyprus and wish you a pleasant stay and success to your proceedings. 
Holy Archbishopric of Cyprus,

18 October 2009.
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