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First of all I would like to express my thanks to KAS AMMAN OFFICE and EPP MIDLE EAST OBSERVATORY for the invitation to participate in this conference.  On behalf of the Interchurch and European Affairs Office of the Church of Cyprus I welcome all of you in Cyprus.


Religion is generally defined as the mutual relationship between God and mankind and, according to Christian theology, the personal relationship of the faithful with Jesus Christ, the incarnated God.  The aim of religion is the salvation of the human beings and gaining of the eternal life.  The way to achieve this aim passes through belief, through worship and through morality, while the field and the time of this whole effort is our life on the earth.  For this reason, religion is not indifferent about everyday’s life issues of our world.  In the following minutes I will try to describe the contribution of Christianity and mainly of the Orthodox Church of Cyprus, in the intercultural and interreligious dialogue, towards promotion of basic political and social values as democracy,  rule of law and human rights.


A christian text of the second century a.C., the Epistle to Diognitos, says that Christians live on the earth but they are citizens of the heaven.  This simply means that basic social and political values are desirable not only for the improvement of human life but for the achievement of the main and final goal of every human being.  For the faithful, Christian or not, lawgiver and judge is only God, who is over and out of any need or weakness and He is the true love.

Nowadays, almost every government, worldwide, is elected through democratic proceeding, but we are not sure that democracy functions as it is expected by people.  It is well known that, economical or political officers are involved, very often, in scandals and the powerful oppress the poor. It could be said that democracy is rather superficial than genuine.

The Christian proposal for democratic function is, the way of existence and acting of Holy Trinity, in other words the relationship between Father and Son and Holy Spirit.  In this way there is no anarchy, no selfishness, neither ulterior motive, nor imposition.  Jesus said to His twelve disciples that anybody who wishes to be first must become last and servant for all the others. And He implemented this teaching by washing the feet of the Apostles.  Few years later Saint Paul, suggested a democratic style of functioning for the church, through an example.  He described church as a human body in which every faithful is a part, while the head is Jesus Himself.  Every part is endowed with some virtues or capabilities, which are gifts of Holy Spirit, and all parts cooperate harmonically, in a way that when a part suffers, all the parts suffer and when one is glorified all the others participate in this glory. 

The administrative system of the Church was always democratic.  From the times of Apostles, the deciding body about belief, worship or practical issues is the Holy Synod.  Church, ecclesia in Greek, means common invitation and gathering, and is obviously wider than a political party,  the meaning of which is  a part instead of the whole.


Legislation is as old as mankind and it’s main aim, through various orders, restrictions, rewards or penalties, is to secure peaceful co existence for people and nations.  However, as it is said by a wise man, law cannot lead to paradise but simply prevents the world from becoming hell.  Centuries before incarnation of Jesus, the prophets of old testament protested against injustice, by using words through which the current situation in the field of justice can be described..  “The judges are bribed and they punish the innocent while they acquit the guilty”.


For the faithful, complying with legislation is self evident in such a degree, that it can be said that they obey to law but law is unnecessary for them.


The faithful doesn’t do wrong to anybody, of course not because of the threat of punishment but because of the teaching of Jesus who said “whatever you wish the other to do for you, you do the same for them”.  This commandment, better known as the golden rule of New Testament, can’t be imposed by lawyers or judges, by court or by any kind of force.  The only way for everybody is to see in the face of his fellowman Jesus Christ Himself, and to believe that every human being is an image of God.  In that way everyone will avoid any practice or omit, which may cause evil to the others and, moreover, will serve the neighbour, the immigrant, the poor, the painful  as providing service to God Himself.

It is proven that, nowadays, violence, anarchy, racism, criminality, alcoholism, drugs and other antisocial and illegal practices increase.  Through intercultural and interreligious meetings Churches and other religious organizations cooperate and suggest practical means to fight against all those kinds of evil.  It is strongly believed that our world doesn’t suffer because of a lack of laws but of a lack of virtuous governors, politicians, officers and people.  Religious organizations try to remind to people, love and obedience to God’s commandments.  Moreover they work and they spend a lot of money, in order to relieve human pain and provide essential goods to starving or in otherwise suffering people.  It is necessary, for political parties and governments, to support those efforts and take into consideration the results of interreligious conferences. Moreover to help young people  by promoting religious education in schools and in the field of the means of communications.

Human rights, as it is well known, are protected by law and through international Declarations.  However, in every corner of our planet human rights are oppressed and of course is well known to all participants of our conference that the rights of 200 000 Greek Cypriots are violated, because of the Turkish invasion and the occupation of the northern part of the island of Cyprus.  At the time many human beings, especially children, cannot find water, food, or medicine, at the same time in developed countries, political parties or social movements fight or demonstrate for the rights of homosexuals, even for the rights of dogs and other animals. Given that we respect the way of life, the beliefs, and the preferences of any person and of course we regard animals as part of creation, we only want to point out the hypocrisy in human relations and in our political and social life.

In New Testament is written that all human beings are equal before Jesus.  Neither Jew nor Greek, neither slave nor free, neither male nor female.  This, simply, is the original and eternal declaration of human rights.  Every human being, regardless of colour, age, sex, origin, culture or occupation has the right to be a child of God.  Based on those perceptions, religious authorities, and every faithful in person, face successfully the problems and outrun challenges arising from globalization, economical crisis and other factors.


Poverty, violence, drugs, war, unemployment are not Christian, Moslem or Jewish problems but human problems.  During our regular or irregular meetings, representatives of different religions and cultures work hard, not to convert each other, but to find common paths to face social challenges.  This is what people expect, this is public order.  And we try our best in the light of God’s will for mankind. 
Thank you very much.      
Dr Faidwn Papadopoulos  
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