CIRCULAR LETTER OF H.B. ARCHBISHOP OF CYPRUS 
REGARDING POPE’S VISIT IN CYPRUS
† CHRYSOSTOMOS

by the Grace of God, Archbishop of New Justiniana and all Cyprus, to the Faithful of the Holy Apostolic Church of Cyprus, Grace and Peace to you from the Father God.

Beloved brothers and sisters, dear children in Lord,


As expressed by some concerns, and attempts by others to exploit the forthcoming visit of the Pope Benedict XVI, to Cyprus, the Holy Synod, in its recent session, and after examining carefully the whole issue, unanimously decided to appeal to you, our devout Orthodox people to draw your attention on the following:

The Pope is coming after been invited by the President of the Republic, but also with our consent, primarily to visit and worship in the area of preaching of the Apostles Paul and Barnabas, in Paphos, but also to visit the Roman Catholics of Cyprus, Latins and Maronites. There will be NO talks, NO discussions on theological issues, since these are handled by the Joint Theological Commission of Orthodox and Roman Catholics, after a Pan-Orthodox decision, and we will NOT sign, as some spread, ANY agreement.

The Pope, respecting our sensitivities and showing in practice His sympathy to the Government of Cyprus and our side, will not visit the occupied areas, neither for pilgrimage at Salamis (disembarkation place of Apostles in Cyprus), nor to visit the Maronite villages.


During the Pope's visit to Cyprus, we will meet and we will discuss with Him the issue of looting of our Churches and other Religious Monuments, on the one hand, and the prohibition of their use and their maintenance, by the occupying authorities, on the other. Pontiff’s influence on powerful and influential States of the world, it is known, and we expect, through the ambassadors of the Vatican around the world, boost in our fair expectations.


Our participation in the welcome of the Pope, our presence at events to His Honor, and finally meeting Him, do not mean relinquishment of the great dogmatic and other differences which divide us, nor ignorance of the ecclesiological deflection of the Unia, which is for us an odious method of proselytism. For the treatment of the above, we have been working within the Theological Dialogue between the Orthodoxs and Roman Catholics, seeking for the common faith of the Unified Church before the schism.

As the people of Cyprus, we do not forget the oppression, persecution and the martyrdom which we had suffered during the centuries of Latin occupation. We understand, however, that we cannot remain bind by the past, especially in a World where Christians are in danger of becoming a minority, unlike the believers of other religions. Furthermore, the prayer of Christ: “All be one”, is given to us also.

Based on the above, we paternally ask all of you to remain calm and not listen to any foolish encouragements of any irresponsible extremist to provoke riots, during the forthcoming visit of the Pope. The Pope is a guest of our Government and basic courtesy requires abstention from such events.


The Apostle Paul instructs us: “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account.” (Heb. 13, 17). If there was the slightest risk to our faith, we would be the first to call a protest. Additionally, it would be manifestly selfish to put oneself above the Holy Synod.


We are sure that you will hear the voice of the Church, and we invoke the Grace and Blessings of the Triune God for all of you and your deeds.

† ARCHBISHOP OF CYPRUS CHRYSOSTOMOS B’ 
† METROPOLITAN OF PAPHOS GEORGIOS

† METROPOLITAN OF KITION CHRYSOSTOMOS

† METROPOLITAN OF KYRENIA PAVLOS
† METROPOLITAN OF LIMASOL ATHANASIOS

† METROPOLITAN OF MORPHOU NEOPHYTOS

† METROPOLITAN OF CONSTANTIA VASILIOS

† METROPOLITAN OF KYKKOS NIKIFOROS

† METROPOLITAN OF TAMASOS ISAIAS

† METROPOLITAN OF TRIMITHOUNTA VARNAVAS

† BISHOP OF KARPASIA CHRISTOFOROS

† BISHOP OF ARSINOE NEKTARIOS 

† BISHOP OF AMATHOUNTA NICOLAOS
† BISHOP OF LEDRA EPIPHANIOS
† BISHOP OF CHYTROI LEONTIOS
† BISHOP OF NEAPOLIS PORFYRIOS
† BISHOP OF MESAORIA GREGORIOS
Holy Archbishopric of Cyprus,

      16th of May 2010.
