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I am very pleased to be here on this day in front of you, and this is because the Organizing Committee of the Congress gave us the golden opportunity to present the work, the goals and the prospects of the Synodical Office of Pilgrimage Tours of the Church of Cyprus.
The Synodical Office of Pilgrimage Tours, which belongs to the Church of Cyprus, has been dealing, over the last years, with the publication of maps, the organization of exhibitions, conferences in towns, communities and schools and finally with the support for various organizations that show great interest and concern about the Religious Tourism (for example the Cyprus Tourism Organization, travel agencies, guides, etc.). In order to promote the Office’s work, a special committee has been formed, in which the Holy Archbishopric and the Metropolises are being represented, and so far a great amount of information has been gathered and exploited.

Also, the Office aids the local ecclesiastic authorities in order to offer to the pilgrims a more pleasant visit. Simultaneously, it makes the necessary steps for the publication of material relevant to the places that are to visit. 
The invitation to participate at this Congress, as well as the opportunity to present the sacred pilgrimage places of our country, before such distinguished delegates, I truly feel that launches a new page of collaboration between us. 
I believe that opportunities like the one we experience here with you in this very welcoming city constitute the best conditions for creating, nurturing and configuring a common strategy that aims the mutual acquaintance and of course the cooperation in order to promote our ecumenical Christian heritage by offering a better briefing on our pilgrimage sites. 
By this speech we invite you on a pilgrimage journey to destinations and routes of the free portion of our island, since we cannot do the same thing within the portion which is occupied by the Turkish armies for 40 years, because the looting of the churches has emptied them out and others have become mosques, entertainment places or even destroyed. 
You are all invited to get to know the pilgrimages of the Autocephalous Church of Cyprus and to contribute towards the contact with our Christian Orthodox, Apostolic tradition as it has been maintained in the Cypriot land since the day of Pentecost. The acquaintance with the cultural environment of the island is an opportunity for spiritual renewal for each Christian who loves and respects the sources of our identity. And I say this because for us, who live in Cyprus, our sacred places constitute the best evidence and proof for our historic presence within the eastern edge of the Mediterranean for 3.500 years! They also testify about the 2000 years old Christianity! Let me stress that our ancestors’ heritage doesn’t belong only to Cypriots, but to the whole Orthodox and Christian family. 
The pilgrimage in Cyprus includes monasteries that bear the name of Virgin Mary with different titles: Kykkotisa, Trooditisa, Chrysorogiatisa, Chrysospiliotisa, Katharkotisa etc. and a great number of saints: Saint Barnabas, the first bishop of Cyprus, Saint Spiridon, bishop of Trimithounta, Saint Lazarus of the Four Days, the first bishop of Kitio, Saint Epiphanius, Saint Triphilius, bishop of Nicosia, Saint John the merciful, Patriarch of Alexandria and many others. The worship place and the liturgical life, the monasticism, the byzantine music and the ecclesiastic art, the folklore, the customs, the museums and all the other things that are included in the much approachable pilgrimage map, constitute the main points of our tour. 
The island of Cyprus has always been a deeply traditional and historic place. A place of pilgrimage, prayer, reflection, worship and above all, a place of soul and body healing. This is testified by the many famous ancient sanctuaries of Aphrodite in Paphos and of Zeus the Olympian, where today stands, like a guardian of the whole island, the Cross of our Lord (Monastery of Stavrovouni), the sanctuary of Apollo in Limasol, as well as the ancient theaters of Paphos, Kourio and those of Solon and Salamina in the occupied area. 

The island of the Greek philosophy and idolatry became, after the apostolic kerygma and the ordination of bishops, an environment which can strengthen and heal every pilgrim that has spiritual pursuits and has theological, historical, artistic and above all spiritual commitment and love for the Church. The Church of yesterday, today and tomorrow. 
People, since antiquity, had been seeking to find their psychosomatic healing. Cyprus has been a deeply pilgrimage place from antiquity to the Apostolic times and from the byzantine years to our days. 
Most of us have formed a tourism consciousness while visiting foreign countries, with same or completely different culture than ours. It’s absolutely necessary to transmit and spread this consciousness and whatever concerns our tradition and culture to promote it as a tourism destination or better to say as a pilgrimage destination. Let’s begin once more the journey of our ancestors that were taking holy paths in order to reach the Holy Land, Jerusalem. Before or after Jerusalem, Cyprus invites you to rest at its beautiful and sacred pilgrimage places. Come with us in order to meet, in a creative way, the various and interesting pilgrimage places of Cyprus. They seem to be few, but they are unique. They require an approach full of respect and piety, from both believers and simple visitors. 

I hope that the list with the destinations and the suggested tour combination will undoubtedly offer to the visitor a greater taste of the Greek hospitality and a wider experience of the sweet-smelling bouquet of the Christian Orthodox culture and of each and every religious culture that is hosted on the island. No one will feel loneliness or as if he is in a foreign land. 

The information that our Office offers moves in a wider context far beyond a classic guidebook or a simple information desk. The pilgrimage tours offer renewal to the already vibrant relationship between the modern believers and the Apostolic Church of Cyprus.   


The Christian tradition and history in Cyprus has its roots back to the apostolic period, more exactly, since the coming of the Apostles Barnabas, Mark and Paul in 45 A.D. from Seleucia of Syria to Salamina of Cyprus. 

With the cooperation of all tourism stakeholders and mainly with the Cyprus Tourism Organization we address to experts, like theologians, clerks, monks, tour operators, guides, teachers and other, as well as to every man that shows interest in the matter. We also address to all our brothers that wish to visit our island not just for the sun and the sea, which can easily find at every travel agency, but for our tradition and our culture. They come to get to know our history and our Orthodox Church, and so many other great things that belong to them too as a universal Christian heritage. 

I think we ought to offer to every visitor of our country every possible support and access to our pilgrimage destinations, certainly with respect and solemnity, having in mind that our sacred places and each Church’s pilgrimage places, are pilgrimage sites, not dead monuments but living places of worship, spiritual practice and prayer. 
The modern man seeks the lost paradise in temporary recreations. Together let’s help him and ourselves too, in order to be regenerated with courage and love, hosting him in the heaven of faith and values, that express the Orthodox Christian experience and our vibrant religious tradition. 
So please keep in your hearts our beloved Cyprus, the island of struggles, of Saints, of Martyrs, and of the Apostles! 
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